postwar attempts at democracy in Hungary. The two waves did not initially form a totally homogeneous unity: minor ideological differences could be found among the members, that today would be considered mere nuances. However, they did possess a common denominatortheir intense anti-Bolshevik conviction. (Borbándi 1989: 110-124 ) I will call these two groups of emigrants, who arrived in Argentina from the end of 1947 until 1949, the "exiled of 1948."
Why did these postwar Hungarian exiles choose Argentina? On the one hand, they knew they could not return to their native land in the near future. On the other hand, given the chaotic situation in Central Europe, those who had initially emigrated from that region could no longer count on living there in a dignified manner. Most of these exiles had been vegetating in dire conditions for years in Austrian and Bavarian refugee camps. Furthermore, they feared that at any moment there could be a new Soviet advance on Europe, a completely plausible idea at that time. For that reason, they focused their hopeful gaze on faraway places, preferably across the ocean. The possibilities, however, were limited. The most sought-after destinations (the United States, for example) had restrictive immigration quotas and many onerous requirements, above all for those coming from countries that had been designated "former enemies." France, England, Sweden and Belgium only accepted industrial and farm laborers or miners. Overseas, Canada, South Africa and Australia were looking for specialized workers, granting permits to settle only in isolated and uninhabited areas. In addition, Australia imposed a forced assimilation policy, especially regarding language use.
At the same time as strict immigration policies were in effect in so many places, the countries of South America, with Argentina, Brazil and Venezuela at the forefront, accepted "D.P.s" -displaced persons in the aftermath of the Second World War -with almost no preconditions. Argentina, in fact, offered the most advantageous opportunities, together with a favorable climate and a standard of living and economic development comparable to Canada and Australia.
1 With a renewed systematic plan to populate its territory, Argentina set its sights high on European immigration, primarily on Spaniards and Italians. The objective was to develop the Argentine economy through newcomers who could contribute socially and economically to society. In 1946, the government of President Juan Perón published the First Five Year Plan, which authorized an annual immigration of 50,000 persons, giving priority to farmers, fishermen, technicians, and specialized workers. But the denizens of the enormous Central European refugee camps (numbering over 2 million) represented yet another valuable source or manpower for the country and, after 1947, were given permission to seek entry. Within these camps, together with the workers, intellectuals were added to the list of acceptable -even desirableimmigrants. (Andera, 1955: 106-112) . Consequently, Hungarians in the D.P. camps were then eligible to enter Argentina along with the other refugees. We have only approximate data concerning Hungarian immigration to Argentina, with huge discrepancies, between 3,000 to 14,000 Hungarians. 2 The reason for this vagueness can be explained -among others -with the 1 At the end of World War II, about 2,000,000 people (250,000 Hungarians) left their homes in Central and Eastern European countries and became "Displaced Persons" (D.P.'s). Between the end of 1947 and October 1948, the International Refugee Organization (IRO) was able to accommodate over 200,000 refugees. [DM, 10.12.1948] 2 Under 3000 according to official data of the Argentine Immigration Office obtained by László Kurucz (1999) ; 14,000 according to the statistics of Zsuzsa Csikós (1988/7) ; 12,000 according to the 1954 Centro Húngaro survey. In addition: according to official data of the International Refugee Organization (IRO), in 1948 4800 Hungarians came to Argentina from the German and Austrian sectors under North American control (at the same time 1700
Page 4 of 20 Némethy, Judith Kesserű. "Exiled Hungarians in Argentina 1948 -1968 : The Formation of a Community." AHEA: E-journal of the American Hungarian Educators Association, Volume 5 (2012): http://ahea.net/e-journal /volume-5-2012 Treaty of Trianon of 1920, when two-thirds of Hungary was distributed among its neighbors. With it, a large number of ethnic Hungarians (one third of all Hungarians, to be exact) became de facto citizens of Romania, Slovakia, Yugoslavia and Austria and obtained documentation from these countries. Thus, after World War II they entered through quotas granted to Romanians, Czechoslovakians or Yugoslavs. Moreover, in many cases, they lacked personal papers.
The immigrants, after a three week maritime voyage, received food and lodging for a duration of one to three weeks in the so-called "Immigrant Hotel," which was located in the vicinity of the port of Buenos Aires. Given Argentina's economic prosperity in the late 1940s, almost everyone found work and was able to rent a place to live right away. A large sector of the established community of Hungarian residents offered the recently arrived invaluable help in this endeavor, officiating as interpreters, giving useful advice and making available personal contacts, in many cases lending money, or donating furniture and household goods. This aid was often extended to rent payments. It was in this way that the majority of the new arrivals obtained living quarters in the capital and in the northern and southern suburbs ("Greater Buenos Aires"). It was not uncommon for several families to share a two-bedroom apartment.
Jobs were plentiful, but not in the intellectual field, and so diplomats and lawyers became truck drivers, factory and shop workers, hotel porters, laundry employees, and other workingclass employees. They even went so far as to try their luck in new enterprises without knowing the local situation, without specific research, and without speaking the language: the former minister took up brokerage, the journalist painted wooden toys, the actor taped lampshades, and the university professor learned carpentry.
The life of the new immigrants was originally organized around religious congregations and in a few of the social clubs of the "old" immigrants-those who had emigrated in the early twentieth century. While Catholics joined "old immigrants" at mass in the Catholic Mission in downtown Buenos Aires, new immigrants organized their own joint Protestant congregation, with Sunday services in the Anglican church in the Palermo section of Buenos Aires. By 1954 the congregation had over 400 members.
Community life for the new immigrants was more complex than finding entry-level jobs. In accordance with the different emigrant waves, the existing clubs were separated by geography, ideology, social background, and politics. There was a wide range of associations, from apolitical to those espousing a far-left ideology. Enormous distances separated associations between the Southern and Northern districts of the Capital and Gran Buenos Aires. In the city itself was the apolitical Hungarian Charitable Organization. To the North, in San Isidro, were the BAME (Buenos Airesi Magyar Egyesület, a right-leaning Christian organization) and the Hungarian Cultural Society of Olivos (apolitical). About 40 miles or more from these and about 10-15 miles from each other, in the Southern districts were the Hungarian Clubs of Avellaneda, of Dock Sud, of Wilde, and the Choral Group of Valentín Alsina (all four Christian workingclass) 3 . All these clubs were formed by emigrants arrived from regions detached from Hungary by the Treaty of Trianon.
4 There were two far-left leaning clubs, the Törekvés Sport Club 5 and went to Australia, 2100 to Brazil, 210 to South Africa, 130 to the United States, and 380 to Canada) ( Kesserű, 1984) . 3 Valentin Alsinai Magyar Dalkör is the only institution established in Gran Buenos Aires before 1948 still active today. 4 There were arguably also Jewish Hungarians among these immigrants, but no precise data were found. 6 This last organization maintained a certain level of exclusivity from the other clubs of the Hungarian community (although it regularly placed announcements of its activities in the Hungarian periodicals). The connection among these ideologically vastly different clubs was neutral, with little or no interaction between them during the interwar years. However, the relationship between the Jewish community and the rest of the Hungarians began to cool at the end of World War II.
While the majority of the "old" immigrants received the newcomers with good will and helped them in their first endeavors in finding housing and jobs, the far left was relentless in its attacks against them. These started with the Hungarian diplomatic representation in Buenos Aires, which already in 1948 had begun its campaign against the new immigrants directly or through the Törekvés Club. Then the AMZSE joined in the onslaught through articles published in their periodical Hatikva, initiating a resonant and nefarious attack. All of those who emigrated in 1945 were called "fascists" without any differentiation, despite the fact that, though there had been "fascists" or "arrow crosses" among them, these represented only a small fraction of the immigrants who arrived in Argentina in 1948. 7 Irrespective of the alignments among the "old immigrants," most of the Exiles of '48 did not participate in the existing associations. Although the faraway motherland united all of them, their respective backgrounds and circumstances differed radically. It was for this reason that, once their basic needs of housing and work were met, the Exiles of 48 began to get together in greater numbers and with increasing frequency in order to find a solution to their intellectual and educational wants. Among the tasks at hand were the acquisition of Spanish language and technical skills, and also, crucially, the continuation of Hungarian language and cultural education.
One prominent member of the 48-ers, Márton Kerecsendi Kiss, elevated the intellectual mission of the exiled community to new moral heights. Typical of his intellectual commitment is the following quote, where he outlined with precision the duties of the Hungarian refugees:
The moral measure of a society is its intellectual life. Our émigré society is forming itself right now. We cannot view its development with indifference. What will become of it? Will it fulfill the mission it is bound to by the dictates of the millennium strong Christian tradition of our nation's creative culture? Will we, as émigrés, be capable of recognizing the limitless possibilities of our intellectual component? We do not know the answer to this yet. But let us engrave it well on our memory: Each and every one of us is responsible for this answer. (Kerecsendi Kiss, 1949) In his lecture at a conference in June 1949 Kerecsendi delineated a plan for the following years and singled out five vital areas -not including existing institutions, such as the press or theaterfor the cultural survival of the community: a conference center, a free university, a HungarianArgentine organization, a weekend Hungarian school, and, finally, the printing and safe-keeping of books. Two years later, all five institutions proposed in his visionary speech had been realized. Below I outline the activities of seven immigrant institutions established by the Hungarian community in Argentina.
The Centro Húngaro
The fulcrum of Hungarian cultural life in Argentina is closely linked to the establishment of the Hungarian center, the Centro Húngaro. It is here that the creative force that turned into the intellectual motor of the community was concentrated. With few exceptions, all those who constituted and directed its institutions were found at the Centro. Throughout the years, it was the seat of the Mindszenty Scientific and Cultural Academy, the Péter Pázmány Free University, as well as of periodicals and publishers. It also housed the theater group Délamerikai Magyar Színjátszó Társaság (South American Hungarian Theatre Company), the Community of Former Hungarian Combatants (M.H.B.K.), artillery men and aviators, the Circle of Engineers and Technicians, a library, and, above all, the youth groups: the weekend school (Zrínyi Ifjusági Kör) and the Scout troops. In addition, the lay leadership of the church denominations came from its ranks. From the sixties it also housed the Szabad Fórum (Free Forum), which dealt with topics in Hungarian history, with the political past and present, and with vital questions of the Hungarian nation. Many determined "intellectual day laborers," anonymous for the most part, forged such a stronghold, that even today, sixty years later, it is the center of the cultural life of Argentine Hungarians. (Vácz ms.) 8 Within the Centro Húngaro, the Mindszenty Scientific and Cultural Academy was the first one established. Among its main objectives were the preservation and diffusion of Hungarian culture, the development of Hungarian-Argentine links and the dissemination of facts about Hungary's subjection by the communist dictatorship, such as the mass deportation of upper and middle-class families. In order to fulfill these objectives, a series of conferences and publications was designed. The Academy was divided into three departments: human sciences, natural sciences, and the department of economics, literature, and art. The activities and Page 7 of 20 Némethy, Judith Kesserű. "Exiled Hungarians in Argentina 1948 -1968 : The Formation of a Community." AHEA: E-journal of the American Hungarian Educators Association, Volume 5 (2012): http://ahea.net/e-journal /volume-5-2012 influence of the Academy extended throughout the whole of Hungarian emigration. Also included in its program were contacts with representatives of Argentine intellectual life, as well as a close collaboration with scientists and artists of other nationalities. It should be noted here that Hungarian immigrant youth demanded cultural activity and made every effort to organize itself with this in mind. Adolescents who had fled Hungary with their parents between the ages of 10 and 15 managed to complete their high school studies in the refugee camps of Germany. After they arrived in Argentina, economic realities prevented them from continuing their education: they had to work to assure their families' livelihood. In November of 1949, the following article was published in Magyarok Útja (1949) under the title "A buenosairesi húszévesek gondja" ["The Worries of Twenty-Somethings in Argentina"]: "…There are approximately 80 to 100 of us, young people brought to this happy land of liberty through the adverse destiny of the refugee. We are not able to study, we must fight for our daily bread…In no other place on earth are there so many Hungarian scientists, professors, teachers, and educators as here in Argentina. The difficulties are well known. However, we beg everyone concerned, the organizers of the future Mindszenty Academy, the directors of the Centro Húngaro: try to create possibilities so that we can study." ["...
80-100-an lehetünk, akiket a mostoha menekült-sors ide, a szabadságnak erre a boldog földjére vetett. Nem tanulhatunk a kenyérharc miatt... Sehol a világon nincs ma egy csomóban annyi tudós, professzor, tanár, nevelő, mint itt Argentínában. Ismeretesek a nehézségek. Mégis kérünk mindenkit, akiket illet, a leendő Mindszenty Akadémia szerveit, a Centro Húngaro vezetőségét: teremtsenek lehetőséget a mi tanulásunkra."]
Thus was born the Péter Pázmány Free University. Courses were offered on a trimester basis during which 4 hours of classes a week were given, with students formally matriculated. The first trimester, held in 1952, had 75 registered students, the youngest 14 and the oldest 68 years old. Thirteen subjects were taught along with a series of lectures that were held throughout one or two trimesters. Its activities were reported regularly in the Délamerikai Magyarság (Hungarians of South America), a periodical that dedicated a permanent section to the Free University. (DM 1952 (DM /8/1,1952 . The running of the Free University echoed throughout the Hungarian press in the free world. The Hungária in Munich, Dél Keresztje (Southern Cross) in Australia, Új Magyar Út (New Hungarian Path) in Washington, Amerikai Magyar Népszava (The Voice of the Hungarian People in America) in New York, and Ahogy Lehet (However You Can) in Paris, all published articles recognizing its work. Radio Free Europe of Munich, in its edition for Hungary, transmitted a ten-minute long broadcast about the establishment of the Free University. It pointed out the sharp contrast between the willingness of the Buenos Aires organizers to do voluntary work for the benefit of their cause and the obligation imposed on people by the Communist Party in Hungary to do "voluntary work" in order to exceed the standard production. During the first year, congratulatory notes arrived from exiled personalities all over the world: Ottó von Habsburg, Miklós Horthy, Tibor Eckhardt, Ferenc Kisbarnaki Farkas, András Domahidy, Lipót Edelsheim-Gyulay, László Acsay, János Lotz, Miklós Kállay, Béla Szász, Béla Kolossváry, to name just a few. The hope was expressed that "the Free University would be the starting point to the mutual encounter of all valuable Hungarian elements." The University inspired a Hungarian Studies Seminar in Montevideo, and offered an exchange of study programs and lecturers. (DM 1952/11/21) Page 8 of 20 Némethy, Judith Kesserű. "Exiled Hungarians in Argentina 1948 -1968 : The Formation of a Community." AHEA: E-journal of the American Hungarian Educators Association, Volume 5 (2012): http://ahea.net/e-journal/volume-5-2012
The Free University's activity was also closely watched by the Hungarian Foreign Ministry, irked by the discovery that it had the full support of the Western diplomatic corps in Argentina. In fact, the British Embassy in Buenos Aires collected donations for the Free University, including books donated by the University of the Netherlands through the Dutch embassy. This was confirmed by the Hungarian Embassy, which also added that quite a few members of Western embassies had expressed their admiration for the Hungarian Free University's achievement. (MOL 1952) . Among the members and presenters of the Academy and the Free University, special mention should be given to Mihály Ferdinandy, Lajos Szalay, László Dobosi Szabó, Ernő Dohnányi, Antal Páger, Magda Zalán, Szabolcs Vajay, to name only a few.
The Centro Húngaro also sought contacts with other societies that had similar objectives in the local sphere and in the world. From 1952 onward, through the Council of Associations, the Center maintained communication on a regular basis with other members of this organization. These included the Sociedad Húngara de Dock Sud, The Asociación Cultural Húngara de Olivos (Hungarian Cultural Association of Olivos), BAME (Buenos Airesi Magyar Egyesület: Hungarian Association of Buenos Aires), Coro Húngaro de Valentín Alsina (Hungarian Choir of Valentín Alsina). Together they organized numerous events: choirs, performances, dinners, balls, and the celebration of Hungarian national holidays. With the establishment of the Hungarian Center of Córdoba (by members of the 1948 generation), the first sister association appeared within the interior of the country. It was a unique enterprise, since in fact several groups or associations of Hungarians already existed in the different provinces of the vast Argentine territory, with which the 48-ers had little or no contact. They consisted of immigrants arrived in the late twenties and thirties to work the fields and to build the railroads: in Santa Fe, Misiones, Comodoro Rivadavia (in Patagonia), Rosario, Tucumán, Salta, and Chaco.
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Excellent contacts with numerous personalities from Argentine society were soon established by the Centro Húngaro. The Argentin-Magyar Társaság (Argentine-Hungarian Society), with different associates of the Centro Húngaro among its members, was also created. It was an organization of mutual aid and charity, and in addition sponsored many successful exhibits, such as the Hungarian Industrial Exposition, with the participation of celebrities from Argentine public life.
The year 1956 brought with it a fullness of activity to the community, with the Centro Húngaro squarely in the limelight. It all began with the festivities of the "Quincentenario de las Campanadas del Mediodía" (The Noon Bell Quincentenary), which commemorated the 500 year anniversary of the 1456 Hungarian victory over Turkish troops, effectively preventing the expansion of the Ottoman Empire into Europe. The crowning act was the "Exposición aniversario," (Anniversary Exhibit) that was shown for ten days under the slogan "In Defense of the West." The productions had two objectives, the first to show both citizens and non-nationals residing in Argentina the importance of this historical event in terms of its military value and its moral and cultural significance. Secondly and on another level, it attempted to trace a parallel between the Turkish invasions into Hungary and the three more recent invasions of the Russians: volume-5-2012 in 1849 and between 1914 -16 and 1942 -45. (MHÉ 1956 . Both events organized by the Centro helped awaken the interest in the Hungarian past and present among the Argentine population. Therefore, when the Hungarian Revolution of 1956 broke out, the community -both Hungarian and Argentine -immediately responded: the nucleus of the main activities of the Centro Húngaro supported this epic deed with processions, demonstrations, the sending of medical supplies, food, and clothing to the fighters, reception of new exiles, exhibitions, and other enterprises to inform the world about the facts of the revolution for at least the next five years. (NKJ 2010) The chain of events surrounding the Hungarian revolution and its swift crushing by the Soviet forces, which coincided with a series of crippling economic crises that plagued Argentina. had a double repercussion on the Hungarian community. First, few '56 exiles came to Argentina, preferring countries that offered them better economic opportunities. Of those '56-ers who did come, most continued their migration within the next few years to the United States. Moreover, a number of Hungarians from previous emigrations also relocated to other countries, mainly to the United States and Canada, but also to Western Europe. I should mention some of the most famous scientists, artists and writers who left during this decade: Mihály Ferdinandy, Lajos Szalay, Zita Szeleczky, Piroska Vaszary, Lajos Cselle, and Szabolcs Vajay. Over 50 of the émigrés who left Argentina during this period had actively participated in the life of the community. Among them were István Vörösváry and Márton Kerecsendi Kiss, publisher and editor of Magyarok Útja; their departure meant the end of this important publication.
10 Finally, this decade also brought the return to Hungary, in August 1956, of the famous actor Antal Páger, lured back to his homeland by the (false) promises of the Embassy of the People's Republic of Hungary. Páger's return resulted in a cause célèbre bordering on scandal among Hungarians both in Hungary and in Argentina, as I shall discuss in more detail, below. (NKJ 2003) Despite these substantial losses of important personalities through their reemigration to other countries, the Centro Húngaro reached its apex in the late 50's and in the next decade membership increased to over 400 participants, which included a handful of '56-ers). Events organized by groups under the auspices of the Centro promoted a very active social and cultural life: conferences and symposia promoted by the Mindszenty Academy, Scout gatherings, and Christmas festivities, among others, convened hundreds of people, sometimes even thousands.
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From the mid-sixties on, the Centro was also home to the Free Forum, a group of liberal-leaning 10 
Report of the Mindszenty Academy activity in 1959. (Vácz ms.) 11 (Magyar Népköztársaság követsége: "A magyar emigráció helyzete. A Centro Húngaro meglehetősen ügyes taktikát alkalmazva, különböző kulturális rendezvényekkel igyekszik hatni a jobboldaltól való eltávolodás gondolatával foglalkozó emigrációra. Ilyen megnyilvánulás volt a napokban a Centro Húngaro székházában megrendezett magyar-argentin bélyegkiállítás. A kiállítás megrendezésén különösebb, ellenünk uszitó megnyilvánulásra nem került sor. […] A kiállítás művészi érték szempontjából gyenge, technikailag viszont jól volt szervezve. [...] A mellékelt kiállítási levelezőlapon látható Dugovits Titusz reprodukció használata miatt véleményem szerint eljárást lehetne indítani a kiadó szerv ellen." [The Embassy of the Popular Republic of
Hungary: "Situation of the Hungarian colony. The Centro Húngaro, following fairly capable tactics, utilizes diverse cultural acts to try and influence immigrants playing with the idea of distancing themselves from the right. One of these actions was the Hungarian-Argentine postal stamp exposition in the Centro Húngaro. There were no special protests against us at the exposition.
[…]-The exposition was of poor artistic quality but technically it was well organized. […] In my opinion, we could initiate a procedure against the editor of the enclosed stamp that was distributed at the exposition for its unauthorized use of the reproduction of Titusz Dugovits." [MOL 1959.10.28] .
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Eventually the Centro Húngaro fell victim to city planning when in 1971 its building on Cerrito street was demolished by the city government with the aim to extend the imposing Avenida 9 de Julio, and the Centro was left without a meeting place. Given that most members lived (and still do) in the northern zone of the Gran Buenos Aires, the Centro's leadership started discussions with the other two associations of that area, the BAME and the Hungarian Cultural Association of Olivos. In 1973, these institutions merged into the new "Hungária, Asociación Húngara en la Argentina," still the center of Hungarian community life today. It is located on the land of the old Hungarian Cultural Society of Olivos, whose premises have been modernized and enlarged into an elegant two-storied building.
Educational and Social Institutions
An outstanding example of the intellectual commitment of the émigré community in Argentina was the flourishing of its institutions dedicated to youth education. Their cultural achievements were due at first to the work of a small group of Hungarian nuns that belonged to the Order of Maria Ward. Through tenacity and a deep faith, they enjoined the exiles to gather funds in order to buy property in Plátanos, a district in the extreme south of Greater Buenos Aires, where they founded a school. The students were given classes both in Hungarian and, as mandated by the government, also in Spanish. This institution transformed itself into the intellectual center of the youth, not only in schooling but also in scouting. Apart from its school in Plátanos, it initiated the weekend program at the Centro Húngaro, with two levels of instruction. At the same time, scout troops were formed in four areas of the Gran Buenos Aires. By the mid fifties, their membership ran around 150 scouts.
Weekend schools and scout troops have been fundamental in maintaining Hungarian culture abroad. In Argentina the role of the weekend school was assumed by the Zrínyi Youth Circle established by Sister Mária Juhász. The scouts of Buenos Aires are members of the Hungarian Scout Association in Exteris, an organization of about 3500 scouts of Hungarian descent with headquarters in the United States and scout troops dispersed throughout four continents. In Argentina, the young people are integral to both the scout troops and the Zrínyi Youth Circle. These institutions have always worked in collaboration and are currently educating the third and fourth generation of Hungarian children outside of Hungary, in many cases the great-grandchildren of the founders of these same organizations. The scout docents and directors who are working today with these children proceed from their own rank and file, all of them having been born in Argentina. In both institutions the educational activity, with classes held every Saturday, begins with kindergarten and ends with high school.
Another prime ingredient of the cultural development of the community was the Hungarian Theater in Buenos Aires, whose magnificent productions ("parádés előadásai") were lauded in the introduction to a book on the Hungarian past in Latin America published in Hungary (Szabó 1982) . These plays were assembled of casts that could not have been seen even in Budapest, bringing together on one stage actors of prime category. The Magyar Színjátszó Társaság had a difficult beginning due to the fierce attacks of the far-left. There was an offensive led by Hatikva to boycott it, because its members were rightwing anti-Bolshevik. Harassment of some of its members began, based on the assumption that they had participated in films considered pro-Nazi. Such was the case with Páger, Szeleczky, Szilassy and Kerecsendi Kiss. (In all cases time proved these claims to be unfounded). 
Book Publishing and the Press
A pivotal element in the development of Hungarian cultural life was the role of the exiled publishers. In contrast with former emigrations, that of '48 could not count on literary shipments out of Hungary. War had destroyed many books and many more were forbidden through the political fanaticism that characterized Rákosi's dictatorship. Furthermore, it was practically impossible to get books that had been written prior to WWII. But publications in the native language were in high demand, which explains the important nature of the press and publishing houses, which printed and disseminated not only classical Hungarian works but also texts that were written by émigrés. That such a level of publishing activity was accomplished within a short period of time after settling in Argentina, without organized financial backing, represents a heroic effort on the part of those who dedicated themselves to this undertaking. In the 50's and -journal/volume-5-2012 60's, seven publishers not only provided the entire community of immigrants with reading material but also shipped works abroad, especially to Brazil, to various cities in the United States, to England and even Australia. One measure of the success of this enterprise was the fact that a large number of books reached two and sometimes three printings. Between 1948 and 1968, 232 th hour). A huge array of literary supplements, yearbooks, and literary journals was published from 1948 well into the sixties by Délamerikai Magyarság and Kárpát, in which works by Márai, Kosztolányi, Jókai, Krúdy, Margit Kaffka, Dezső Szabó, Zsigmond Móricz, Áron Tamási, Karinthy, Surányi, as well as poems by Ady, Babits, Kassák, Illyés, Gyula Juhász, Reményik, László Mécs, Lőrinc Szabó, Weöres, and Zelk, among others, appeared. These periodicals also included columns on émigré literature, film, and music, with works by or on János and Gábor Vaszary, Faludy, Ferenc Fáy, György Gömöri, Márton Kerecsendi Kiss, and Tibor Tollas. Essays on Argentine literature and literary history also appeared regularly.
Between 1948 and 1968, a total of 232 books in Hungarian were published in Argentina. Of these, 63% were printed by the publishing firms, 18% by Hungarian émigré institutions, 15% by individual 1948-ers, and 4% by others (immigrants from before 1948, Embassy of the People's Republic of Hungary, Argentine publishers, and individuals). During the same period, 125 titles in Spanish on Hungarian topics appeared, 35% of which were published by the Exiles of 1948. Hungarian book publishing in Argentina reflects changes in émigrés' literary tastes and interests. At the beginning of the 50's, most of what was published was classical literature and new works by émigré authors. From the mid-50's on, the emphasis switched to political and historical topics, in novels and essays. The books published in Spanish dealt mostly with contemporary Hungary, its political and historical background, as well as Hungarian cultural treasures.
As could be expected, the question of authorship rights would come up at some point from the Hungarian authorities. Many authors were still alive, others were classics whose printing rights in principle was the State's domain Yet from the documents of the National Archives we can deduct that the Embassy of the People's Republic of Hungary had little knowledge of the publishing work of the exiles. One telling indicator of the cultural effervescence of the Hungarian communities Argentina between 1948 and 1968 is the number of newspapers started by immigrants: 73 publications appeared during that period, 10 of which were published or supported by the People's Republic of Hungary, 1 by the Jewish-Hungarian community (Hatikva), the other 62 by the Exiles of '48. Of these latter, 17 were political or social in tenor, 10 religious, 9 belonged to organizations, another 9 were youth-oriented, and the remaining 17 of varied content.
The Embassy of the People's Republic of Hungary and the Exiles of 1948
As already mentioned in the introduction, the exiled of '48 presented a united front in their strong anti-Bolshevism. Consequently, their relationship with the local embassy of the People's Republic of Hungary was obviously hostile. They opposed each other as representatives from two diametrically opposed cosmic visions, and this determined their association in the decades that followed. The exiled of '48 considered themselves to be the depositories of the essence and values of Christian Hungary, despoiled of their rights. The president of the Centro Húngaro formulated his mission in the following terms: "We, the Hungarians who live in the Free World, must continue to fight without truce for the survival of Hungarians. This task includes informing the Western world about the situation of our people and about its role in the Danube Basin; moreover, this entails the duty to work endlessly among ourselves for our national survival." [Nekünk, szabad világban The exiles configured their colonial life, their institutions, and their relationships in this spirit. They isolated themselves totally from the Embassy of the People's Republic of Hungary, which represented for them oppressive Soviet Communism and, for that reason, could not be recognized legitimately. The People's Republic of Hungary, for its part, saw these new immigrants as dangerous and subversive. As soon as they arrived in Argentina the Embassy embarked upon a war against them, taking up as its prime charge their neutralization or, using the Embassy's own terminology, their "decomposition" [bomlasztását] .
The enmity between the government and the exiles had already existed prior to the establishment of the Embassy in Argentina of the People's Republic of Hungary. Already on June 6 of 1947, in a letter written by the then Vice-President and later Executive President of the governmental agency World Federation of Hungarians, Tivadar Ács, and addressed to the Hungarian Minister of Foreign Affairs, the feeling was clearly expressed. In discussing the activities of Monsignor Dr. Ferenc Luttor and the numerous groups emigrating to Argentina with his help, he stated: "From the point of view of politics and of state security it is inadmissible that elements disagreeing with Hungarian democracy and pursuing opposite political objectives should encroach existentially upon hundreds of thousands of Hungarians. [Politikai, állambiztonsági szempontból (MOL 1946) It is evident that the Hungarian diplomatic representation in Buenos Aires was prepared to fight the arrival of the new exiles. It had already begun its campaign against them directly and through the Törekvés Club in 1948. The AMZSE joined in the offensive through articles published in their periodical Hatikva, initiating egregious attacks against the Exiles of 1948. All of those who emigrated in 1945 were called "fascists" without any differentiation, despite the fact that there was a good deal of ideological variation among them. 16 Granted, there were members of the Arrow Cross, the extreme right-wing and anti-Semitic faction, but these represented only a small fraction of the émigrés who arrived in Argentina in 1948. The vast majority of the emigrants were characterized by their anti-Bolshevik stance, but this did not necessarily translate into fascist affiliation nor sympathies.
On November 11, 1948, Magyar Út wrote the following: "More and more, there are signs that pro-Bolsheviks are preparing a great attack against the new immigration in Argentina. Our friends the Croats, Slavs, Poles, Serbs, Romanians, and Czechs all warn us at the same time that mysterious hands are preparing a league. Its objective: to incriminate. It wants to compromise, in full view of the Argentine leaders and the entire nation, those who have fled Bolshevism and recently arrived in Argentina in either small or large groups. And so these words are directed primarily at our Argentine friends…Of the Hungarian immigrants who disembarked on your shores the last 10 to 15 months, with the permission of the Argentine government, 99% among them have escaped from the Bolsheviks." [Egyre több jel mutatja, hogy bolsevista-barát elemek nagy támadásra készülnek Argentínában az új emigráció ellen. Horvát, szlovák, lengyel, szerb, román, cseh As a result of these and other Communist actions, the Argentine authorities in 1950 placed the embassies of the Socialist bloc under surveillance. In one report, the business head of the Hungarian ambassador gives an account of some difficulties that the embassy encountered during its espionage activities: "I respectfully communicate that the situation of the Embassy changed dramatically in August. Due to police intervention, we
